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my own qualities. What a joy it would be for me to see this something grow and unfold itself as it is worthy to do ! If you knew how rarely a witty mind and a noble heart are met with in this world you would have pity upon yourself, my dear fellow, and you would respect the sacred treasures within you. I have lived amongst students for ten years, I have found but you ; perhaps there may be one young man here whose mind equals yours (as for his soul, I know it not), that is all. When I see the universal stupidity and impotence, the small vanities and small capacities which swarm in the world, the infinite prejudice and ignorance, and when I look back, towards the two or three whom I truly esteem, I feel like a man who turns away with disgust from the wretched daubs impudently hung on the walls of the Museum and who hurries with loving ardour towards the two or three pictures by old masters which the new ones have not yet superseded.
Do write like that often and tell me your troubles. Reserved as you usually are, it will be a relief to you. To me it is the greatest mark of friendship.
Is there anything else which could rest you and soothe your soul ? I hope there is ; Plato and the country should be able to do so. If it is so, the first point is that you should wish to be cured. It will be easy to become a man again amidst all the sorrow and suffering. It is a sad thing to say, but we must count but upon ourselves in this world ; friends fail us, disease robs us of them, absence returns them to us altered, politics alienate1 them from us. Friendship is the sweetest thing in the world and
And politics did indeed estrange these two friends in later life.
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